
Aberdeen Drive, Hamilton
Postal:  P O Box 15 550, Dinsdale, Hamilton 3243

Telephone:  (07) 847 7312
Facsimile:  (07) 847 0849

Email:  jturner@aberdeen.school.nz

2nd February 2023

Dear Parents and Caregivers

I am happy to inform you that your child has shown an interest in being a part of our school show
‘Aladdin Jnr.’ Students will be involved in a number of different ways from main lead roles, minor roles,
dancers/performers, and choir.  All up we will have a cast of  50+ students from Years 4 – 6.

Students will be required to audition to be a part of this show, and auditions are to be held next
Thursday ( 9th February), with recalls and dance auditions on Friday 10th.
To audition for the choir, which will be on stage at all times and who sing quite a few songs together,
children will need to come to auditions prepared to sing a song of their choice. We may buddy them up,
or put them in a group to sing if  children have selected the same song.
To audition for a lead, children will need to come to the audition prepared to sing a song of their
choice by themselves, as well as have practised a piece of dialogue for the character they would like to
try for. Dialogue sheets were sent home at the end of last year for students to practice but they can also
be accessed on our school website https://www.aberdeen.school.nz/1/pages/53-aladdin-2023
Please ensure if your child is wanting to audition for a lead that they are confident about
performing in front of people, as Clarence Street Theatre is quite large and there will be a large
audience. Also please ensure that they can sing in tune by themselves and have practised the song they
are singing and the dialogue. This makes the audition process a much more enjoyable process.
To audition to be part of our dance troupe, Mrs Rameka will teach the children some dance moves
at the audition and they will be required to perform these, once learned, in small groups. This is quite a
quick learning process so please make sure your child is confident about picking up steps quickly. There
is no prior learning needed or nothing to prepare.

Our performance date is 17th May which is at the beginning of Term 2. We will be staging our
performance at Clarence Street theatre this year, and because of this large space, we will be holding a
matinee and evening performance on this day only. Because of our short rehearsal period, there may be
a need for some possible before-school and after-school rehearsals for some of our cast members along
with at least one definite Saturday rehearsal at the beginning of Term 2, 1:00 pm – 5:30 pm where we
will need every student involved in the show. We will let you know the date for this Saturday rehearsal
towards the end of  term 1.

The curriculum focus for the children in the production this year is ‘The Arts’, and because of the huge
commitment being in a show involves, including being out of class often later in the term, children will
not be expected to make up work missed in class. The benefits gained from being part of such an
experience far outweigh any in-class learning missed.

Before/after school practises may begin in week 8 of Term 1 and those children involved will be given
a letter home informing their parents of  this.

We look forward to working with your child at auditions! We will let successful cast members know as
soon as decisions are made.

Kind regards

Julia Turner
Leader of  Learning
Aberdeen School
Director of ‘Aladdin Jnr’
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